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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 
The City of Durand is a 1.7 square mile municipality located in the center of Vernon Township, 

in the southeast portion of Shiawassee County, Michigan. Railroads have been central to the 

history of Durand. Although railroad usage has declined since the 1950s due to the increased 

use of the automobile, the importance of railroads to the history and culture of the City of 

Durand has been enormous. Durand continues to be one of the most important railroad hubs in 

the state, serving as a crossroads for the CN/Grand Trunk Western Railroad, as well as providing 

Amtrak passenger service. 

 

Interstate I-69, which serves as the primary vehicular link to surrounding communities, is 

located just north of the City. This north-south corridor runs from the Port Huron border 

crossing in eastern Michigan, through Flint and Lansing south to Indianapolis, Indiana. M-71 

heads northwest from Durand through Corunna, then into Owosso. M-13 runs north south to 

the east of Durand, while M-21 runs east west to the north of the City and connects Owosso 

with Flint. 

 

The City of Durand offers many recreational opportunities to its residents and the surrounding 

communities by sponsoring activities and providing equipment throughout City parks. Public 

Parks in the City include Trumble Park, Optimist Park, Shaw and Fitch Street tot-lot Parks, Iron 

Horse Park and Lions Park. Within the last three years, the city has added passive recreation 

space at Veteran’s Memorial Park, Diamond District Park, and the Holmes Street Retention 

Pond. Goals and priorities have been established in order to maintain and improve the 

recreational value of the park facilities.  
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Map 1 – Location 
 

 

Durand 

Located in Shiawassee County 
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Map 2 – City of Durand 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 
The Parks and Recreation Board consist of residents of the City of Durand. Members are 

appointed by the City Council. The Board is responsible for developing, amending and 

administering the Parks and Recreation Plan, recommending park improvements to the City 

Council, and applying for Parks and Recreation grants. The City of Durand Parks and Recreation 

Board By-Laws explaining the roles of the board members can be found in Appendix A. 

 

The Department of Public Works (DPW) works with the City staff and the Board to maintain 

park properties, as well as facilitate new improvements and maintenance of the parks. The 

following is an Administrative Flow Chart of the City’s Parks and Recreation structure. 

 

Figure 1 
Administrative Flow Chart 

 

 

Parks and Recreation Board 

City of Durand Council 

Parks and Recreation Improvements 

City of Durand DPW 

Parks and Recreation Plan 

City of Durand Residents 
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Budget and Funding Sources 
 

The Parks and Recreation Budget for the City of Durand is shown in Table 1 below. The Parks 

and Recreation Board also administers a Park Development Fund, which receives revenue from 

donations, mostly recently dedicated to fundraising efforts for Veteran’s Memorial Park and 

Diamond District Park. Outside of dedicated development efforts, the Parks and Recreation 

division is entirely funded through the City of Durand General Fund. 

 

 

Table 1 
City of Durand Parks and Recreation Budget 

Fund: 101 General Fund Expenditures 
Dept:  751 Parks & Recreation 

FY 18/19 
Budget 

FY 19/20 
Budget 

Salaries $8,500.00 $8,500.00 
Wages – DMF $2,000.00 $3,250.00 
Fringe Benefits $350.00 $350.00 
FICA Expense $850.00 $900.00 
Postage $50.00 $50.00 
Supplies $100.00 $100.00 
Contract Services $16,000.00 $17,000.00 
Movies in the Park $1,500.00 $2,000.00 
Softball $5,000.00 $7,500.00 
Insurance $1,600.00 $1,650.00 
Utilities $17,000.00 $12,000.00 
Repairs/Maintenance of Buildings & Grounds $7,000.00 $5,000.00 
Repairs/Maintenance of Equipment $500.00 $500.00 
Equipment Rental $2,000.00 $2,000.00 
Capital Outlay* $91,350.00 $5,000.00 
   
Parks & Recreation Total:  $153,800.00 $65,800.00 
*Outsized expenses for FY 18/19 reflect one-time costs for 
large scale energy efficiency upgrades 
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Volunteers and Partners 

The Park Board regularly solicits support from volunteers for activities related to specific parks 
programs and capital projects. Many of these activities are backed by reoccurring support from 
area non-profit organizations. Below are some examples of the ways that volunteers and 
organizations support the City parks and recreational areas: 

• Veteran’s Memorial Park has consistent backing including volunteer support and 
financial support through fundraising by the local VFW Post #2272 

• Lion’s Park was built and maintained by the Durand Lion’s Club 

• The gazebo at Trumble Park and the landscaped areas at Diamond District Park were 
partially funded and maintained by the Rotary Club of Durand 

• The Durand Area Little League helps to maintain the baseball diamonds at Optimist Park 

• Volunteers mow the Retention Pond Trail and host cleanup days 

Beyond specific volunteer or organization led activities, the City maintains a healthy working 
relationship with the Durand Area Schools. This is particularly true in regards to the adjoining 
facilities at Trumble Park and Goudy Field. These two areas complement each other well to 
form a community wide attraction. Continuing to invest in city managed facilities in that area is 
a part of the strategic goals and objectives defined later; as are efforts to continue to expand on 
new and existing partnerships. 

 
RECREATION INVENTORY 

 

In order to establish an accurate inventory of local area parks and recreation facilities, City of 

Durand staff reviewed the 2017-2021 Recreation Plan for Shiawassee County and performed 

field inspections of various facilities. Site surveys were conducted in October and November 

2019. The inventory includes county parks and recreation facilities, as well as other municipal 

parks and recreation facilities within immediately adjacent communities including Vernon 

Township, Village of Vernon, and Shiawassee County.  
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State and County Parks 
 

The Shiawassee County Parks system contains six parks totaling 96 acres in area while the State 

of Michigan also maintains one recreational space which is partially located in Shiawassee 

County. The table below lists those areas. Rose Lake offers the general public access to 4,000 

acres in the far southwest corner of county. Certain access rights are only available to visitors 

who pay fees for hunting and fishing licenses and their guests.  

 

Table 2 - County and State Parks 

Name Size Features 
1. Pine Grove Park 6 Acres Pavilion/Shelter 

Restrooms 
Drinking Water 
Picnic Tables 
Softball Diamond 
BBQ Grills 

2. Henderson Park 32 Acres BBQ Grills 
Nature Area 
Fishing 
Pavilion/Shelter 
Drinking Water 
Picnic Facilities 
Volleyball/Horseshoes 
Playground 
Boating 
Hiking/Biking 
Restrooms 

3. Kerby Road Park 45 Acres Ball Diamond 
Restrooms 
Pavilion/Shelter 
Picnic Tables 

4. Davis Roadside Park 1.4 Acre Picnic Tables 
5. Shiatown Park 23.5 Acres (approx. 

4.5 activated) 
BBQ Grills 
Nature Area 
Fishing 
Pavilion/Shelter 
Drinking Water 
Picnic Facilities 
Playground 
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Boating 
Hiking/Biking 
Restroom 

6. Geeck Road Park 6 Acres Open Space 
Playground 
Grills 
Boat Launch 
Horseshoes 
Pavilion 
Picnic Tables 

7. Lytle Road Park 0.6 Acres Boat/Kayak Launch 
Picnic Table 

7. Rose Lake Wildlife Research 
Area State Park 

4,000 (approx. 1,500 
within Shiawassee 

County) 

Trails 
Hunting 
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Map 3 – Shiawassee County Parks 
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Local Area Parks 

 
The City of Corunna and the City of Owosso are located approximately 7 miles to the northwest 

of Durand on M-71. Both cities have established parks and recreation systems. The Riverwalk is 

a non-motorized pedestrian trail approximately 5 miles in length that runs along the 

Shiawassee River. The Riverwalk links McCurdy Park in the City of Corunna to the City of 

Owosso. McCurdy Park in the City of Corunna is approximately 35 acres in size and includes a 

large playscape facility. 

 

The City of Durand is located approximately 2 miles south of the Village of Vernon. Both are 

located within Vernon Township. The following tables list the recreational facilities in the 

Village and Township. 

 

Table 3 
Village of Vernon Recreational Facilities 

Name Size Features 
1. Sunnybrooke Park 6 Acres Baseball Diamond 

Pavilion 
Picnic Tables 
Basketball Court 

2. Crawford Memorial Park 8 Acres Playground 
Baseball Diamond (lighted) 
Pavilion 
Water (non-potable) 
Sand Volleyball 
Basketball 
Tennis Court 
Grills 
Picnic Tables 
Portable Restrooms 
 

3. Sexton Park  Playground 
Pavilion 
Grills 
Picnic Tables 
Water (non-potable) 
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Portable Restrooms 
Shiawassee River Water Trail 
Access Side 

1.3 Kayak/Canoe Launch 

 
 

Table 4 
Vernon Township Recreational Facilities 

Name Size Features 
1. Leisure Lake (Private; Fee-
Based) 

170 Acres BBQ Grills 
Hiking/Biking 
Swimming 
Playground 
Nature Area 
Picnic Tables 
Restrooms 
Boating 
Fishing 
Indoor Pool 

2. Durand Sportsman’s 
Association (Private) 

60 Acres Camping 
Fishing 
Picnic Facilities 
Hiking/Biking 

3. Dutch Hollow Golf Course 
(Fee-Based) 

96 Acres Golf Course 
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City of Durand Facilities 

 
The following Recreation Inventory is a comprehensive list of public and private recreation 

areas and facilities in the City of Durand. Data was collected by City of Durand staff. 

Table 5 
City of Durand Recreation Inventory 

City Parks 

Name Size Features 
1. Trumble Park 4.2 Acres Benches 

10 BBQ Grills 
Volleyball Court 
Gazebo 
4 Horseshoe Pits 
Picnic Tables 
6 Basketball Courts (lighted) 
Playground Equipment 
Restroom Facilities w/ Storage 

2. Optimist Park 10.15 Acres Picnic Tables 
Pavilions 
Grills 
Playground Equipment 
Basketball Courts (lighted) 
Skating Rink (Ice/In-Line) 
Baseball Diamonds/Bleachers (1 lighted) 
Sledding Hill 
Concession Stand 
Restrooms 
Field House  

3. Fitch Street Park .3 Acres Playground Equipment 
4. Shaw Park .5 Acres Picnic Tables 
5. Iron Horse Park .3 Acres Historical Markers 

Pathway 
6. Lions Park .25 Acres Picnic Tables 

Pavilion 
Pathway 

7. Diamond District Park 1.2 Acres Historical Marker 
Picnic Tables 
Restroom 

8. Retention Pond* 10+ Acres Wood chip trail 
9. Veteran’s Memorial  .12 acres Memorial plaque 
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School Facilities 

Name Size Features 
1. Goudy Field  5.4 Acres Baseball Diamonds 
2. Bertha Neal School 4.2 Acres Basketball Court 

Soccer Field 
Baseball Diamond 
Playground Equipment 

3. Robert Kerr School 10 Acres Ball Field 
Playground Equipment 

4. Durand Area High School 8 Acres Softball Fields 
Running Track 
Gymnasium 
Tennis Courts 
Soccer Fields 
Football Field w/ Bleachers 

5. Durand Middle School  Basketball Courts 
Gymnasium 

Private Facilities 

1. First Baptist Church 2 Acres Soccer Fields  
2. Saint Mary’s Church 2 Acres Soccer Field 
3. Free Methodist Church  Baseball Diamond 

 
 

*Note: The City of Durand has identified approximately 10 to 20 acres of municipally owned 

land which would be suitable for development as a natural area with passive recreation and 

hiking or multi-use trails. The site is currently located at the end of Holmes Street and is 

referenced in this plan as the Retention Pond Trail. The site already includes a minimally 

maintained 1.1 mile wood chip trail around the storm water retention pond which was created 

in 2017. It is a major component of this plan to integrate that site more fully into our existing 

parks facilities.  
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Map 4 – Durand Area Parks 

 
 

1 – Trumble Park 
2 – Optimist Park 
3 – Fitch Street Park 
4 – Shaw Park 
5 – Iron Horse Park 
6 – Lions Park 
7 – Goudy Field 
8 – Bertha Neal School 
 

9 – Robert Kerr School 
10 – Durand Middle School 
11 – Durand High School 
12 – First Baptist Church 
13 – Saint Mary’s Church 
14 – Free Methodist Church 
15 – Diamond District Park 
16 – Retention Pond Trail 
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Accessibility Assessment 

 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, Public Law 101-336) is a Federal Civil Rights legislative 

act that sets forth mandatory requirements for accessible park and recreation facilities and 

programs. The ADA, which took effect January 6, 1992, is aimed at protecting the rights of 

people with disabilities. The passage of the ADA establishes access to recreation and play 

settings as a civil right for all Americans. The 2017 American Communities Survey (ACS) 

estimates that across all non-institutionalized populations approximately 14.1% of the 

population of the State of Michigan reports a disability. This includes 5.7% of the all children 

ages 5 to 15 and 0.9% of children under age 4. 

According to the summary of the ADA, the act prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability 

in places of public accommodation, and requires that all new places of public accommodation 

be designed and constructed so as to be readily accessible to and usable by persons with 

disabilities. Parks fall under Section 11 of the ADA, which deals with public services. Access to 

facilities as well as programs is required. 

The recreation needs of people with mobility disabilities relates to their ease of access and 

quality of use of recreational facilities. The current park system does not meet all ADA 

standards and will require upgrades in order to do so. Any future development will follow all 

ADA standards to ensure that city park facilities are open and available to all who may wish to 

use them. This specifically includes creating accessible restrooms, pavilions, pathways, and 

playgrounds, among other activities.  
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Grant Assisted Facilities 

 
Over the last five years the City has secured state or regional grant assistance for three of its 

parks. A summary of those activities and their funding sources is described below: 

 

Veteran’s Memorial Park 

Made possible largely through donations and in-kind support from area businesses and 

trades members, Veteran’s Memorial Park was completed in 2017. Fundraising for the 

project was matched as part of the MEDC Community Spaces program. The park 

features a five sided obelisk with each side dedicated to a branch of military service, and 

memorial plaques and pavers. The site is maintained through a dedicated development 

fund. 

 

Retention Pond Trail 

The City received a regional grant through the I-69 Eco-Tourism program for the 

Retention Pond Trail. The $5,000 grant allowed the city to establish a 1.1 mile wood chip 

trail around a recently established storm water retention pond and place trail head 

markings at the site. Continued improvements to this area are a core focus identified in 

our goals and objectives section. 

 

Diamond District Park 

Diamond District Park is a site that has been in the works since 2008. The long blighted 

site underwent significant improvements in 2018 and 2019 thanks to participation in the 

MEDC Community Space program and Canadian Nation Eco Connections grant. As part 

of those projects the City removed concrete and gravel from the formerly demolished 

building on the site, restored the green space, and invested substantially in landscaped 

areas and floral displays. As well, the City made improvements to the Hagel Street Barn, 

with the goal of ultimately making it available as a public restroom and field house for 

the park. 
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PLANNING AND PUBLIC PROCESS 

 

In January 2019 the Durand City Council and Durand Planning Commission approved an update 

of the City of Durand Master Plan. As part of this process, the Parks and Recreation Board were 

also asked to look at an update of the existing Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan. A 

community wide survey was launched in spring 2019 and specific focus group sessions were 

hosted on July 18, 2019. A focus group was formed specifically around the issue of public 

amenities to discuss future parks and recreational activities. This group featured representation 

from the Parks and Recreation Board, the Durand Area Library, the Durand Area Schools, the 

Durand Lions Club, and Durand Rotary Club, and AMVETS Post 2273. A summary of comments 

received during this event are included as Appendix B. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Board began the process of identifying key goals and objectives for 

2020-2025 as part of its summer and fall 2019 regular meetings. These conversations included 

directing staff in its efforts to perform necessary research and establish baseline data for this 

plan. In December 2019 the Board solicited public feedback through a community wide survey. 

The results of that survey where used to inform the draft version of this plan including draft 

goals and objectives. Survey results are included as Appendix C to this plan. 

 

A Notice of Availability of the Draft Plan was posted on December 15, 2019. The draft plan was 

open for review from December 15, 2019 to January 15, 2019 date, a period of 31 days. During 

the review period the following comments were received: 

 

• [TO BE INSERTED] 

 

The Parks and Recreation Board hosted a Public Meeting at 6:00pm on January 15, 2020, which 

notice was also a part of the December 15, 2019 posting. Minutes from that meeting are 

included as Appendix D. The plan was formally adopted by the Durand City Council on January 

16, 2020. 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

The Durand Parks and Recreation Board has updated the Parks and Recreation Plan to 

accomplish the following goals over the next five years: 

• Expand recreational opportunities for people of all ages and ability 

• Identify and expand multi-use trails and hiking facilities 

• Replace or repair ageing parks infrastructure 

• Enhance existing park features and amenities based on public input 

• Identify new partners to support expansion of recreational programming  

• Organize events and activities that draw visitors to the parks and recreation system 

 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has adopted a set of standards to determine a 

community’s need for certain recreational facilities based on population, as described in the 

DNR’s Guidelines for the Development of Community Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and 

Greenway Plans. Table 6 compares Durand’s recreational facilities to the state’s recommended 

standard. These standards, combined with the unique needs of the community, informed the 

development of the City of Durand’s Parks and Recreation plan. As of the 2010 census, the 

estimated population of Durand is 3,446. 

 

Table 6 identifies existing recreational facilities (‘Items’) owned by the City (‘City Facilities’) and 

the Durand Area School District (‘School Facilities’), as well as privately owned facilities (‘Private 

Facilities’) within Durand. The state recreational standards (‘State Standards’) are listed 

according to the number of facilities recommended per population. These standards provide a 

guideline for determining the need for recreational facilities. The ‘Existing Demand’ column 

shows the total number of facilities that would be needed in order to meet the state standards.  

The ‘Need’ column shows the number of facilities that would need to be added for Durand to 

meet the state standards. 
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Items City 
Facilities 

School/ 
Private 

Facilities 

State Standards 
(Size or Facilities/ 

People) 

Total 
Demand Need  

Mini-Park (acres) .67 0 .25 to .5 acres/ 
1,000  

.875 to 
1.75 

.25 

Neighborhood Park 
(acres) 

.8 0 1 to 2 acres/ 
1,000  

3.5 to 7.0 
acres 

2.7 

Community Park 
(acres) 

15.6 0 5.0 to 8.0 acres/ 
1,000  

17.5 to 
28.00 acres 

2.0 

Natural Resource 
Area (acres) 

10.0 0 Varies 10.0 to 
20.0 acres 

10.0 

School Parks (acres) 0 4.9 Varies NA 0 
Private Parks (acres) 0 .09 Varies NA 0 
Park Trails 1 0 Varies; one 

system per region 
Type II and 

Type III 
trails; one 

system 

Type II and 
Type III; 

creation of 
system  

Connector Trails 0 0 Varies Type I or 
Type II 

Min. Type II 

On-Street Bikeways 0 0 Varies Bike Route 
or Lane 

Bike Lanes as 
per NMP 

Basketball 2 
(outdoor) 

4 
(indoor) 

1/5,000  1 each size 0 

Ice Rink (outdoor) 1 0 Depends on 
climate 

1 0 

Tennis 0 8 1/2,000 1 2 (best in 
batteries of 2) 

Volleyball  1 
(outdoor) 

1 
(indoor) 

1/5,000 1 1 (best in 
batteries of 2)  

Baseball/Softball 4 6 1/5,000 1 each size 0 
Football  0 1 1/20,000 0 0 
Soccer  0 8 1/10,000 1 1 
Multi-Recreation 
Court 

0 0 1/10,000 1 1 

Golf-Driving Range 0 1 1/50,000 (30 min 
radius) 

1 0 

Golf 0 1 1/50,000 (1-hour 
radius) 

1 0 

Swimming Pools 0 0 1/20,000 (30 
minute radius) 

1 1 

Playgrounds 4 2 As needed as part 
of informal active 

space needs 

NA NA 



City of Durand Parks Plan 2020 20 
 

 

For the purposes of this plan, school and private facilities are not typically counted toward 

meeting the City’s recreational needs as these are not always publically-accessible facilities. In 

some cases these facilities are locked or enclosed from public access or access is limited, 

especially during school hours or school-related events. For example, ball fields may be locked 

when not used for organized play or practice. In addition, the accessibility of private facilities 

tends to be limited for many members of the general public since they are “pay as you use” 

facilities.  

 

The most notable demand exists for additional park space and a trail system. Both of these 

demands could be met by developing a plan to activate the Holmes Street Retention Pond and 

dedicating approximately 20 acres of space as a natural area. Additionally, while the table notes 

a sufficient amount of playground equipment it does not take into consideration the age or size 

of the equipment. Existing playground areas tends to be small in scale with limited play 

opportunities. Playgrounds also only provide opportunities for a limited range of age groups. 

For this reason, there appears to be a need for larger and more modern play structures in the 

City. 

 

Given the City’s geographic location access to water features within the City is limited. The 

development of a municipal swimming pool or a water attraction could provide water-based 

recreational opportunities that are otherwise not naturally available. 
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ACTION PROGRAM 

 
The following is a list of recommended parks and recreation improvements, organized by 

facility for the City of Durand over the next five years. The parks board shall review the plan 

annual ahead of each year’s budget preparations to determine which activities are feasible. 

Generally speaking, the activities are listed in order of priority, though priority may be 

readdressed annually or as funding opportunities arise. 

 

Trumble Park 

1. Remove and replace existing mulch throughout play areas. 

2. Retrofit existing facilities to include ADA compliant restrooms and accessible walkways 

throughout the site. Install new water fountains on building and consider the addition of 

renewable energy or environmentally friendly features. 

3. Install a toddler play area and improve accessibility of existing features. 

4. Install a 2nd volleyball or a multiple recreation court and purchase winterizing equipment 

for courts. Consider installation of motion sensing lights for volleyball and basketball 

courts. 

5. Design and construction additional parking areas or dedicated additional parking. 

6. Identify additional recreational programming and partners. 

 

Optimist Park 

1. Promote year round use of the hockey rink including ice skating in the winter. Repair or 

replace existing fencing around the parameters of the rink and re-stripe lines. 

2. Upgrade playground equipment, consider barrier free equipment. 

3. Remove and replace existing mulch throughout play areas. 

4. Repair existing pavilion including painting, roof repairs, and gutters.  

5. Install lights on second baseball field to allow for more evening games and use of park.  

6. Construct baseball dugouts for both fields. 
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7. Remodel concession stand and restrooms to make facilities more ADA accessible. Install 

new water fountains on building and consider the addition of renewable energy or 

environmentally friendly features. 

8. Install drainage system for baseball fields. 

9. Identify additional recreational programming 

 

Diamond District Park 

1. Demolish the blighted structure at 112 E Main Street in the center of site and restore to 

green space. 

2. Continue remodel of Hagel Street Barn as a public restroom/field house with hot water 

and separate entrance for use during public events. Consider integration of solar energy 

and green building design. 

3. Maintain landscaping and floral displays; consider installation of irrigation system to 

service existing and new landscaped elements. 

4. Incorporate permanent or semi-permeant structures to support existing and future 

organizations who use the space (ex. farmer’s market pavilion, amphitheater) 

5. Draft a long-term plan for design and use of the site. 

 

Veteran’s Memorial Park 

1. Maintain overall quality of floral displays and features. 

 

Retention Pond Trail 

1. Replace existing wood chip with hard surface aggregate for multi-use all access primary 

trail around the retention pond. 

2. Establish a dog park on the site complete with fencing, benches, and water station to 

serve visitors and their animals. 

3. Grade parking area and demarcate parking with signage and lines. 

4. Add new wood chip or cleared trails off of the primary trail to serve additional guests 

and hikers. 
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5. Create map and trail head information kiosk for the site. Market site on City website and 

social media. 

6. Create a long-term design vision and recurring uses/activities for the site. 

 

Shaw Park 

1. Upgrade playground equipment or replace with an alternative amenity based on 

community input (ex. ga-ga ball court, horseshoes) 

2. Install a community garden served by water pumping station. Install fencing around 

community garden portion of the site. Identify partners for garden program. 

 

Fitch Street Park 

1. Upgrade playground equipment, possibly for younger age groups. 

 

Iron Horse/Lion’s Park 

1. Improve quality of equipment and facilities including new paint for tower and engine. 

2. Restore or replace the lion’s head water fountain. 

 

Future Facilities/Other Goals 

1. Improve marketing efforts geared toward educating residents and visitors on the 

amenities of the Durand Park System. Including continuing to expand events in the parks 

such as Movies in the Park and concert series. 

2. Identify partners for possible community recreation center.  

3. Identify location and plan design for a future community recreation center including 

fitness area, water play, youth and senior programming. 

4. Construct a community recreation center. 
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Map 5 – Proposed Projects/Improvements 
 

 

1 – Trumble Park 
2 – Optimist Park 
3 – Diamond District Park 
4 – Veterans’ Park 
5 – Shaw Park 
6 – Fitch Street Park 
7 – Retention Pond Trail 
8 – Iron Horse/Lion’s Park 
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City of Durand 

Parks and Recreation Board By-Laws 

(as amended) 
 

This document shall be known as the Bylaws of the City Parks & Recreation Board of the City of 

Durand. (For simplicity of presentation the words Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary 

represent the genders of male or female.) 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of the City Parks & Recreation Board shall be to oversee the upkeep of 

the Parks and provide recreation. Also, to perform other duties assigned to it by the City 

Council from time to time, make recommendations to the City Council on purchases of new 

equipment, planting and removing trees and shrubs, or any other recommendations to improve 

the beauty of the parks. 

 

Board Composition:  The Parks & Recreation Board shall consist of seven members, all of whom 

are appointed by the City Council. One member of the board shall be a representative from the 

City Council. All members must reside within the Durand City limits, and be a registered voter. 

 

Term of Office:  All appointed members shall serve a term of 3 years. All vacancies occurring 

through an expiration of terms shall be filled for the un-expired term by the Mayor, with 

approval of the majority of the City Council members. All members shall be required to attend 

at least two meetings within a three-month period of time, unless otherwise excused by the 

Chairman of the Parks Board. 

 

Officers:  The Parks & Recreation Board shall elect the following officers at the annual 

organizational meeting held at the first meeting of each new fiscal year (July-June): Chairman, 

Vice Chairman, and Secretary. Nominations and election of officers shall be made from within 

the Parks Board members. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings. The Vice Chairperson 
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shall assume the duties of the Chairman in his absence. The Secretary shall prepare the minutes 

of all meetings and perform such other duties as may be requested by the Chairman. 

Meeting Schedule:  Meetings shall be held in the conference room of City Hall once a month. 

All meetings shall begin at 6:00 pm. A quorum of our members must be present to officially 

transact business. Special meetings may be called at the request of the City Manager or 

Chairman. A simple majority of members present at each meeting shall decide all issues. 

Robert’s Rules of Order shall be recommended to follow. All meetings are subject to the 

requirements of the Open Meetings Act. 

 

Adoption and Amendments:  The By-laws of the Parks & Recreation Board may be adopted by 

a simple majority of the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting. Amendments of the original 

by-laws may be approved upon demand of necessary amendments. The adoption and any 

amendment of the Parks & Recreation Board Bylaws shall become effective upon the approval 

of the City Council.  
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Public Amenities  
Focus Group Meeting 
July 18, 2019 
 
Common themes: 
 

1. The main community events are great (Rock the Block and Durand Days) 
2. The families really appreciate the kids ride free time at Durand Days – they felt strongly this 

should continue for a variety of reasons including for those less fortunate and community 
building 

3. Concern about getting the word out about existing family events but not known by all, especially 
the poorer members of the community 

4. The service clubs do host events for families, but could use more help in getting the word out (is 
this something that could be included in the Rec Plan) 

5. Development of a splash pad for the community 
6. They had questions about the status of the recreational programming at the City – Little League 

and youth soccer 
7. They liked the “third places” like Stomping Grounds 
8. Athletic scholarships – since some of the sports at the schools has costs associated with them, 

they wanted the service clubs to work jointly to ensure that every child who wants to play a 
sport can play a sport.  

 
Conversation on Nonmotorized Systems: 
 
Nonmotorized paths are a vital part of a community’s recreation infrastructure.  Nonmotorized hasn’t 
traditionally been included in Recreation Plans, but it is important to reference them.  
  

1. Creating safer routes for pedestrians and bicyclists 
2. Enhanced community and resident connectivity through the creation of additional spaces where 

social interactions and connections can be forged 
3. Lessening the traffic burden by providing alternative routes to school, work, shopping, etc.  
4. Reducing traffic congestion and vehicle trips, 
5. Lessening the environmental costs associated with automobiles 
6. Promoting healthier communities and increased recreational opportunities  
7. Fewer vehicle trips and more nonmotorized trips by residents who live near nonmotorized 

segments versus those living further distances away from them  
8. Increased economic development opportunities in communities well served by nonmotorized 

assets through the attraction of visitors 
9. Increased property values near nonmotorized assets, and 
10. Increased transportation equity 
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City of Durand 

Parks and Recreation Community Survey Questions 
 

1. Which recreational facilities are you familiar with in the City of Durand? 

 Optimist Park           Trumble Park           Fitch Park           

Shaw Park           Lions Park/Iron Horse Park  Retention Pond Trail 

Diamond District Park 

2. Which park do you frequent the most? 

Optimist Park           Trumble Park           Fitch Park           

Shaw Park           Lions Park/Iron Horse Park  Retention Pond Trail 

Diamond District Park 

3. How would you rate the recreational opportunities that location provides? 

 Poor          Fair          Good          Excellent 

4. How would you rate the Durand parks system overall? 

 Poor          Fair          Good          Excellent 

5. How often do you use or visit City parks? 

 Rarely/Never          Yearly          Monthly          Weekly          Daily 

6. Please rank your priorities for park improvements from 1 to 6 (with 1 being highest priority): 

 Installation of new playground equipment 

Improved and/or ADA accessible restroom facilities 

Creation of trails and multi-use pathways (in and to recreational areas) 

Addition of new amenities (ex. dog park, ga-ga ball, pool/splash pad, ect.) 

Increase in recreational programs/leagues offered at existing facilities 

Improve or enhance landscaping and floral displays  
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7. What feature of the parks system is most important to you? 

 (Open Ended) 

8. What new recreational activities or facilities are needed in the city? 

 (Open Ended) 
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City of Durand 

Parks and Recreation Community Survey Results 

____________ members of the local community completed a survey assessing their knowledge and 
opinions of the parks system. The results of the survey are compiled below. 
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